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SOME SHORT / 


CONSIDERATIONS 


| Relating to the 
Settling of the Government, &r. 
My hh and Gentlemen, — _ 


OU are Aſſembled upon Matters of the bigheſt 
Impor tance to England and a4 Chriſtendomgand 
af | the Reſalt of your Thoughts, tu tha Convention, 
* will make a wnmerous Poſterity Happy ww Miſe: 
rable, If therefore I bave met with aty Thing 
that I think worthy of your Confideration, I 
If wanting in that Duty which 1 owe to my Coun- 
try and Mankind, if I ſhould not lay it before Tou. If there 
te ( as ſome ſay) certain Lineaments in the Face of- Truth, with 
which one cannot be decer/d, becauſe they are not to be coun- 
terfeited ; I hope the Conſiderations which I preſuine to offer you, 
will meet with your Approbation : That bringing back aur Conſti- 
tation toit's firſt and pureſt Original, refining it from ſome yegſd 
Abuſes, and ſupplying it's Defettsz you may be the Jay of the 
preſent Age, and the Glory of Poſterity. 


Firſt,” IS neceſſary to diſtinguiſh between Power it (elf, 
| the Deſignation of the Perſons Governing,' and 

the Form. of Government. For, 
1. All:Power is from God as the Fountain and Original. © * 
2. The Deſignation of: the Perſons, and the Form' of Go- 
vernment, is either; Firſt, immediatly from God, as in the Caſe 
of Saul and David, and the Government of the Jews ; or, Se- 
con4ly, trom the Community chooſing ſome Form of Govern- 
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(4) | 
Jnentt, god xing themſelves to it-1—But-++eruft-bemnared, 
tho Sal and David had a Divine Deſignation, yer the 
Yeahs afſembled ; and in a General Aſſembly, by their Votes, | 
freely choſe them : Which proves, that there can be no order- 
ly or teſting Government, without conſent of the People Tache | 


or Expreſs'd ; and God himfelt would not put Men under a Go- 
vergor without their Conſcar. And 1n cate of a Conqueſt the j 


People may be called Priſoners or Slaves \ which isa State con- 
trary tothe Nature of Man, ) but they cannor be properly Sub-. 
jelts, till-their Wills be brouzht to ſubmit to the Government : 
So that Conqueſt may make Way for a Government, but jt can- 
not conſtitute it. | 4 
Secondly, There is a Supreme Power in every Community, 
eſſential to it and inſeparable from it ; by which, if it be not th 
mited immediatly by God, it can form it ſelf into any Kind of | 
Government. And in ſome extraordinary Occaſions, when 
the Safety and Peace of the Publick neceſlarily require it, can | 
ſupply the Defects, reform the Abuſes, and re-eſtabliſh the true 
Fundamentals of the Government ; by Purging, Refining, and 
bringing Things back to their firit Original : Which Power 
may be called, 7he Supreme Power Real. 
. Thirdly, When the Community has made choice of fome 
. Form of Government, and ſubjected rhemſelves to it, having 
inveſted ſome Perſon or Perſons with the Supreme Power : The 
Power in thoſe Pexſons may be called, The Supreme Power 
P 


owrthly, If this Form be a mix'd Government of — 
Ariſtocracy, and Democracy; and, for theeaſie Execution of the | 
Laws, the Execative Power be lodg'd in a fingle Perſon ; He \ 
has, A Supreme Power Perſonal, quoad hoc. 

Fifthly, The Supreme Power Perſonal of England,is in Kings, 
Lord, and Commons; and fo it was in Effe& agreed to, - 
King Charles the Firſt, in his Anſwer to the nineteen Propoftt;- 
ons; and reſolved by the Convention of Lords and Commons 
in the Year 1660. And note, That the AQts of that Conven- 


tion, 


('5) 
tion, tho never confirmed by Parliament, have been taken for 
Law,- and particularly ty the Lord Chief Juſtice /ales, 

Sixthiy, The Supreme Power Perſonal of England tails three 
Ways. 

by 'Tis Diflulved : For two Eſſential Parts fail. 1. A King. 
2 A Houſe of Cominors; which cannect be called according 
to rhe Conſtirution, tlic King being gone, and the Freedom 0 
Elon being deſtroy ed by the King's Incroachmeats. 

2. The King has toricited his Power ſeveral Ways. Sub- 
. jeQtionto the Biſhop of Rome, is the SubjeRion againſt which 

our Laws cry loudeit: Andevert Barclay that Monarchical 
Politician acknowledges, That if a King alienate his Kingdom, 
or ſubject it ro another, he torteits it. And Grotias aſſerts, That 
if a King really atrempe to deliver up, or ſubje his Kingdom, 
he may be therein refiſted : And that, if the King have part of 
the Supreme Power, and the _— or Senate the other part, 
(the King invading that part which is'nor his) a juſt Force may 
be oppotcd, and he may loſe his Part of the Empire. Grotius de 
Bello, &c. Cap. 72. But that the King has ſubjefted the Kin 
dom to the Pope, needs no Proot ; That he has »ſurp'd an obs 
late Power ooide to all Laws, made the Peoples Share in the 
Legiſlative Power impertinent and uſeleſs, and thereby inygded 
their juſt Rights, none can deny. "Twerein vain to multiply 
Inſtances of his Forſeitures: And, if we confider the Power 
exercis'd by him of late, it will moſt evidently appear to all 
who underſtand the Engliſh Conſtitution, that it admits of no 
ſuch King, nor any ſuch Power. 

3. The King has deſerted, | 

' 1. By incapacitating himſelf by a Religion inconſiſtent with 
the Fundamentals of our Government. 

2. By forſaking the Power the Conſtitution allow'd him, 
and ulurping a Foreign one : Sothat, tho the Perſon remained, 
the King was gone long ago. 

3. By Perſonal Withdrawing. 

Seventhly, The Supreme Power Real remains in the Com- 
munity ; and they may ad by theix Original Power : And tho 

. - _ every 


(8) 
every particular Perſon is, notwithſtanding ſuch Diſſolution, 
Fo nk or D En, Plot ro the = Urs were made 
_ by the Supreme Power-Perſonal, when in Being ;z yet the Com- | 
munities Power is not bound by them, but 1s paramount all 
Laws made by the Supreme;Power Perſonal: And has a full 
Right to take ſuch M rs ſor Settling the Government, as 
they ſhall think moſt tyre. ang effetual, tor the laſting Securiy 
ty and Peace of the Nation, For we muſt note, that,it was the 
Community of England, which firſt gave Being tg both King 
and Parliament, and toall the other Parts of our Conſtitution, 
* FEighthly, The moſt Renowned Politician obſerves, That thoſe 
Kingdoms 'and Republicks Cabſilt longeſt that are oſten renews- 
ed, or brought back totheir figſt Beginnings ; which is an Ot- 
ſervation of Self-evident Truth, and implies, That the Syprem 
Power Real has a Right to Renew, or bring back, And the moſt 
ingenious Lawſon > {180 in his Politica ) That the Commu- 
nity of Zng/and, in the late Times, .had the greateſt Adyantage 
that they or their Anceſtors had had for many Ages, for this 
purpoſe ; tho God hid it from their Eyes : But the wonderful 
Concurrence of ſuch a Series of Providences, as we now fee and 
admire, gives ground to hope, That the Veil is removed, and 
the Nation will gow fſce the Things that concern their Peace, 
Net bly, The Ads done and executed by the Supreme Power 
Perſonal when in Being) have ſo modeP'd the Parts and Perions 
of the Community, that the Original Conſtitution is che beſt, 
juſteſt, and the-moſt deſirable. The Royal Family attords a Per- 
ſon that” both Heaven! and Earth yoior out jor King ; There 
are Lords, whoſe Nobility is not atieted by the Dillolution of 
the Government, and are the ſubjet Matter of a Houle of 
Lords; And there are Places, arxaih Cultoin or Charter 
have Right to chooſe Repreſentatives of the Commons. 


# 


Teathly, There are inextricable Difficulties 1n all other Me- 
rho:ſs, For, KEE | 

1. There is no Demiſe ofthe King, neither Civil nor Natural, 

2. There is conſequently. no Delcenr. 

3- The Community ogly has a Riglit to take Advantagg 


«tl the King's Forfeiture or Deſertion. | 4 Whar- 


: Sal 4  OW1 | 
. 4+ Whatever other Power may be imagin'd in the Two' 
as'Houſes of Parliament, it cannot juſtifie it ſeff to the 
Reaſon of any, who winderſtand rhe Bottom of our Conſticurion. 
5 By this Method all Popiſh Sacceſſors may be excluded ;. 
and the Government ſecured, in caſe all the Proteſtants of the 
Family die without Iſſue: And this by the very Conſtitution of 
England. And the Queſtion can never ariſe about the Force 
or the Law{ulneſ(s of a Bill of Excluſion. / 99/10 che 
6. The Convention will not —_— take Oaths Ec. 
Eleventhly, If theſe things be granted, and rhe Community 
be at Liberty to AQ as « Baſ it will certainly, be moſt advi- 
fable, not only for the Sdeurity and Wellare ob the Nation, but 
- rightly underſtood) forthe Intereſt of their Royal'Highneſ- 
es, to limit the Crown as follows : - To the Pritice of 
Orange duting his Life (yet with all poſſible Honor and Reſpect 
to the Princes, whole Intereſts and Inclinations are infepara- 
bly the ſame with his) Remainder to the Princeſs of Oraxge, 
and'the Heirs of her Body ; Remainder to, the Princeſs of Den-. 
mark, andthe Heirs of her Body ; Remainder to-the Heirs of 
the Body of the Prince of Orange ; Remainder as an AR of Par-- 
liament ſhall appoint. : 
This will haye theſe Conveniencts among others, ..*. 
i, Husband and Wife are but one-Perſon in Law,.and her: 
2, It puts the' preſent Kingly Power into the beſt Hand in 
the World ; which(without Flattery) is agreed on by all Mea:. 
3. It aſſertsthe ghove-ſaid Power inthe Community. © .. 
It will be ſome Acknowledgment to the Prince for what 
he has done for the Nation : And it is worthy obſervation, that 
before the 7heocracy of the Fews ceaſed, the manner of the Di- 
vine Deſignation of their Judges, was by God's giving the Peo- 
ple ſome Deliverance by the Hand of the Perſon, to whoſe Go- 
vernment they ought to ſubmit; and this even in that time: 
of extraordinary Revelations. Thus Othnie!, Gideon, Fephthab, 
Samſon, and others were inveſted by Heaven with the Supreme 
Authority : And tho Foſbua had an immediate Comma u-_ 
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